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|.Why Plato wrote The Republic

=HE Plato wrote The Republic (Politeia) primarily to criticize the confusion and [correction/corruption] of
Athenian democracy in his time, and to present a model for an ideal society grounded in absolute

SJul I 1° (Dikaiosyne). His motivations and main reasons for writing the text can be summarized

into four key points: \

I) The Death of Socrates and Disillusionmentzw with Politics

The most decisivezmma event in Plato’s life was the executionsy of his teacher, Socrates. At the time, Athenian democracy
had degenerated into a ‘mobocracysusmtieur 250 crazi= zx), [which/where] an ignorant public made decisions driven by
[reason/emotion] and [democracyuzzo/demagogueryszze]. Seeing his mentor;, the most just and wise man he knew,
[sentencing/sentenced]zg nuirt to death under the [nature/guise] of the law, Plato felt profound [enlightenmentssz/

disillusionmentz] with the existing political system.

2) Overcoming Post-Peloponnesian War Chaos

[Following/Followed by] Athens' defeat by Sparta in the Peloponnesian War, the city suffered from extreme internal
turmoilzs, [morality/corruption], and factional strifens 7o 25, [harmonizing/alternating] between oligarchyaiszaso s met w1 2
g =8-wate wm) and democracy. To prevent society [to tear/from tearing] itself apart over personal greed and partisan

interests, Plato sought a solution to restore harmony and unity among all members of the community.

3) Answering How One Ought to Live

The Republic is not merely a political treatisexg, but it addresses a fundamental [ethnic/ethical]
question: "Is living a just life truly more [profitable/profitably] for an individual than living an unjust
one!" By mapping out the structure of a Just State, Plato aimed to show how individuals could

achieve internal harmony of the soul and attain true human flourishing (Eudaimoniazs).

Witnessing the [just/unjust] death of his master and the political [maturity/decay] of Athens, Plato
wrote The Republic to proclaim that only when true lovers of wisdom(philosophers) rather than ignorant masses or
power-hungry [saints/tyrants] rule, [a state can/can a state] achieve justice and happiness.
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2. Plato’s Idea (IDEA) OILiiOt

Q.Why would Plato think that only the true philosopher can understand the exact naturexzy of the world and the truth
of moral values?

A. | think this has to do withzeyr Plato's ideas. First, he said that it was the philosophers’ job to look for the ideal Ideas.
According to Plato, the [realmuu/regimesa/reignsxmz] of ldeas has the [concretezmzg/abstractzymy] concepts of everything
from every objects or living things to [moral/mortal] values such as justice’ and ‘goodness’.

| think that we can see a hint in the part ‘exact nature of the world and the truth of moral values’ - the word ‘exact’. From
this word ‘exact’, | think that ‘exact nature of the world and the truth of moral values’ was a meaning of saying ‘parts of
Ideas’. Only the true philosopher can achieve the [realm/regime/reign] of Ideas by using [reason/emotion] to know parts

of the [realms/regimes/reigns] of ideas.

3. Analogy of the Cave S=2| HI®

Suppose people who have lived in the cave during their lifetime, facing a blank wall. The
people watch shadows [project/projected]zusiict on the wall by things passing in front of
a fire behind them, and begin to [design/designate]uwic/azic ‘names’ to these shadows.

The shadows are as [close/closely] as reality. Plato then explains [what/how] the

philosopher is like a prisoner who is freed from the cave and comes to understand
[that/what] the shadows on the wall do not make up reality at all, as he can perceivesniic/azitct/omisic the true form(ldeas)

of reality rather than the merewsu shadows seen by the prisoners.

4. Apparent World vs. Real World S&HI(=0l 20I= MIAHI) vs. £HIMIAHI(OIEIOHAHI)

Plato divided the world into an "“apparent” world that appears to us through our senses, and a “real” world that we can
[gasp/grasplomc through the intellect. For Plato, the world we perceive through the senses is not “real” because it is
[changeable/unchangeable] and subject to decay. Plato suggests that there is also a(an) [changing/unchanging], [permanenty
anf/instantyuze] “real world" that can be [attainedguiic/eliminatedszaic] with the help of the intellect.

This idea comes from Plato’s study of mathematics. The Idea of a triangle, [on the other hand/for example], is [imperfect/

eternalyzn] and can be [gasped/grasped] by the intellect. We know (that a_triangle is a three-sided, two-dimensional

[figurezs/uu/featuresa] [which/whose] angles add up to 180°), and (that this will always be true, [where/whether] anyone

is thinking about it or not and [how/however/whatever] many triangles exist in the world). [As a result/On the other
hand], the triangular things that do exist in the world (such as sandwiches, pyramids, and triangular shapes drawn on a

chalkboard), are only triangular as they are [reflections/refractions] of this Idea of the triangle.
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5. Philosopher King 2121 A £

In the Republic, Plato asserts that “There will be no end to the troubles of states until

philosophers become kings, or the kings and princes of this world have the spirit and power of

philosophy.”

= not until

=ltis

It doesn't simply mean placing academics in power, but it demands that only those who can
[gasp/grasp]usitct the [absolute/relative] truth (the Forms/ldeas) and remain [corrupted/uncorrupted] by personal desire

uav/ge should govern society.

Plato formulated this idea during a period of crisis in ancient Athens:

* The Crisis of Democracy: The Athenian democracy [evolved/devolved] into ochlocracy ([master/mob] rule), [which/
where] manipulativezgii 25 demagoguessss easily led the public [correction/corruption].

* [Executive/Execution] of Socrates: The trial and execution of his mentor; Socrates, the wisest man in Athens, convinced

Plato that democracy without wisdom leads to [justice/injustice].



